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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Smith et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2004/0059903). 
Regarding claim 1: 

Smith discloses a computer component operating temperature inspecting method 
for use on a computer component that is equipped with a built-in temperature 
detecting function and is based on a standardized bus architecture, for the 
purpose of inspecting the current operating temperature of the computer 
component via the bus architecture, and which is capable of, in the event of the 
computer component being subjected to a deadlock condition, restoring the 
computer component back to normal operation to allow the computer 
component's current operating temperature to be able to be inspected (page 1, 
section 000300008); the computer component operating temperature inspecting 
method comprising, issuing a temperature request signal via the bus architecture 
to the computer component to request the computer component to send back an 
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operating temperature message that indicates the current operating temperature 
of the computer component (page 1 , section 0007-0008); counting for a 
prespecified length of duration promptly after the issuing of the temperature 
request signal (page 4, section 0052-0053, page 4, section 0058); at the elapse 
of the prespecified length of duration, checking whether an operating 
temperature message has been received via the bus architecture from the 
computer component (page 4, section 0053) ; if NO, issuing a reset signal and 
send the reset signal via a dedicated signal line to the computer component for 
the purpose of resetting the computer component to reestablish link with the bus 
architecture (page 4, section 0051-52); and inspecting whether the linking 
between the bus architecture and the computer component is acknowledged; if 
YES, reissuing a temperature request signal via the bus architecture to the 
computer component to request the computer component to send back an 
operating temperature message that indicates the current operating temperature 
of the computer component (page 4, section 0051-0052). 
Regarding claim 3, Smith further discloses alarm for unable established signal 
after resetting (page 7, claim 8, page 4, section 0051 ). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
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in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

a. Claims 4, 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Smith et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2004/0059903) in view of 
Johnson et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2004/0153786). 
Regarding claim 4: 

Smith discloses a computer component operating temperature inspecting system 
for use with a computer component that is equipped with a built-in temperature 
detecting function and is based on a standardized bus architecture, for the 
purpose of inspecting the current operating temperature of the computer 
component via the bus architecture, and which is capable of, in the event of the 
computer component being subjected to a deadlock condition, restoring the 
computer component back to normal operation to allow the computer 
component's current operating temperature to be able to be inspected (page 1, 
section 000300008); the computer component operating temperature inspecting 
system comprising: a data communication interface, which is compliant with and 
connected to the standardized bus architecture so as to exchange messages 
with the computer component via the bus architecture; a temperature request 
issuing module (fig. 5, unit 107, 112, 116), which is capable of issuing a 
temperature request signal via the data communication interface and the bus 
architecture to the computer component to request the computer component to 
send back an operating temperature message that indicates the current 
operating temperature of the computer component (page 1 , section 0004-0008); 
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a timing module, which is capable of being activated to register time for a 
prespecified length of duration promptly after the issuing of the temperature 
request signal by the temperature request issuing module (page 4, section 0053- 
0058) ; a response checking module, which is capable of being activated at the 
elapse of the prespecified length of duration to check whether an operating 
temperature message has been received by the data communication interface 
via the bus architecture from the computer component (page 3, section 0045), 
and if NO, capable of generating a deadlock message (page 7, claim 8); 
a reset-signal issuing module, which is capable of being activated in response to 
the deadlock message from the response checking module to issue a reset 
signal and send the reset signal via a dedicated signal line to the computer 
component for the purpose of resetting the computer component to reestablish 
link with the bus architecture; and an acknowledgement inspecting module (page 
4, section 0051), which is capable of being activated promptly after the issuing of 
the reset signal to inspect whether the linking between the data communication 
interface and the computer component via the bus architecture is acknowledged 
(page 7, claim 8), and if YES, request the computer component to send back an 
operating temperature message that indicates the current operating temperature 
of the computer component (page 2, section 0025-0026). 
Smith does not disclose reissue temperature signal, Johnson discloses reissue 
temperature signal (page 12, section 0129), in order to increase the reliability of 
the system (page 2, section 0016). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Smith to have the reissue temperature signal 
taught by Johnson in order in order to increase the reliability of the system. 
Regarding claim 6, Smith further discloses alarm for unable established signal 
after resetting (page 7, claim 8, page 4, section 0051). 

Claim Objections 

3. The claims 2, 5, 7-8 contain the communication standard SMBus/l2C bus. The 
claim scope is uncertain since the communication standard SMBus/l2C bus 
cannot be used properly to identify any particular material or product. A 
communication standard SMBus/l2C bus is used to identify a source of goods, 
and not the goods themselves. Thus, a communication standard SMBus/l2C bus 
name does not identify or describe the goods associated with the standard name. 
In the present case, the standard name is used to identify/describe 
communication bus architecture and, accordingly, the identification/description is 
indefinite. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tung S Lau whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2274. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
John Barlow can be reached on 571-272-2269. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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